Hoarseness as an unusual initial presentation of aortic dissection.
Aortic dissection is a life-threatening medical emergency. While an abrupt, tearing pain in the chest or back is present in more than 90% of the patients, diagnosis of aortic dissection has been shown to be particularly difficult when such symptoms are not present. In this report we describe a 36-year-old man presenting with a 10-day history of new onset of hoarseness associated with several transient headache episodes. The possibility of aortic dissection was overlooked at the initial presentation, and unilateral vocal cord palsy due to a cerebrovascular accident was the initial diagnosis. The patient's abnormal chest radiograph led to a re-diagnosis, and a Standford type-B aortic dissection was confirmed using thoracic computed tomography. The unusual presentation of aortic dissection is emphasized, and its management is discussed.